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DRAFT MINUTES: of a Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 15th September 2020 via 
Zoom video conference. 

                            The meeting was opened by the Chairperson (Cllr Lee) at 7.32pm. 
 
PRESENT:   Cllrs Kris Lee, Stephen Emery, Ed Cookson and Simon Keswick.  

County Councillor Dr. Nigel Moor 
Ruth Waller (Clerk) and seven members of public 

 
200915/1 To receive and consider apologies for absence: Apologies were received from Cllr Rolph and 
accepted by Council.  Apologies had also been received from District Councillor Richard Keeling. 
 
200915/2 To approve the minutes of the of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 14th July 2020 via 
Zoom video conference: The minutes of this meeting were approved as a true and accurate record and 
will be signed by the Chairman at the next physical Council meeting. 

 
200915/3 To declare any interests in items on the agenda (Localism Act 2011): None declared. 

  

200915/4 To receive Clerk’s Report circulated prior to the meeting and agree actions: The Clerk’s 
report had been circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting and its contents were noted. No actions were 
required. 
 
200915/5 To receive comments and concerns from members of the public:  
County Councillor Moor had provided a report to Councillors prior to the meeting. This would be 
available on the Parish Council’s website following this meeting. 
Following publication of this meeting’s agenda, many comments had been submitted by residents to the 
Clerk prior to the meeting:  
 

• Four residents requested that the Parish Council considered improved signage for the ford: The 
current legal status of the ford as a public highway results in numerous cars crossing the ford on 
a daily basis purely for fun.  The narrow roads leading to the ford are not designed for this level 
of traffic and place people, dogs and children bathing at risk as cars often cross the river at speed 
leaving number plates and other debris in their wake. 

• One resident requested that the Parish Council considered removing the specific signs that 
advertises that there is a ford. 

• One resident asked that the Parish Council reconsidered closing the ford as a public Highway 
bathing at due to ‘pleasure riders’ who continually surge their way through, damaging the 
surface beneath, putting children and animals at great risk and causing problems for farm traffic. 

• Concern raised by 16 residents regarding the possible closure of the ford including, space for cars 
to turn around would provide more facilities for picnickers  

• Damage to the ford and private land by visitors was also raised as a concern along with the lack 
of public facilities and refuse bins.  
The above comments would be considered under Item 8. 
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• River maintenance: One resident suggested that those responsible for the river should be asked 
to maintain it.  With regular dredging of the river and tributary alongside for overflow, there 
should be significantly less need for the use of the temporary flood barrier. 

• Adequacy of the current flood barrier and a request to see if any alternative options were 
available: Cllrs Lee and Cookson confirmed that the flood barrier had performed well and no 
reports had been received to suggest otherwise. Volunteers were required to set up and take 
out this barrier and the Parish Council is grateful for this.  
Cllr Moor stated he would be able to provide the Clerk with contact details of the appropriate 
contact within CDC to enable this matter to be investigated further. 
 

• Parking:  
o As the hotel is a key contributor to attracting day customers as well as their staff, all not 

using the car park, would the PC be open to approach the hotel to improve their parking 
signage and guidance to staff?  

o Due to the lack of restrictions and/or cost of parking, visitors are flocking to the village and 
parking their cars for hours at a time.  As there are no public wc’s in the village, this leads to 
people using bushes and shrubs near the river.  Many cars are parked illegally on pavements 
and on both sides of the road in dangerous bends resulting in potential accidents and access 
obstruction for emergency vehicles.  Few residents are in favour of yellow lines but would 
alternatives restrictions be considered e.g. temporary parking restrictions in certain areas 
through the summer months, with a time restriction? 

o Once two or three cars are parked by the river and there is no more road space, cars park on 
the grass which destroys what people are coming. 

These comments would be responded to under Item 7. 
 

200915/6 To consider request from member of the public to replace the bench on the Sheepwash: A 
request had been received from a member of the public regarding the possibility of replacing the current 
bench on the Sheepwash with a Memorial bench for her parents.  Although this bench is a Parish Council 
asset, further information regarding the history of this bench had only recently been provided.  
Council resolved that the current bench was in good order and could be restored to an appropriate level.  
It was hoped that this restoration work would be completed this autumn. Cllr Lee suggested that a 
memorial plaque would be a comprise for this request. Both Council and the member of public agreed 
that a plaque would be a suitable compromise for this request. 
Action: Clerk to liaise with the Member of the Public to agree wording on the plaque and to provide   
notice of the date for the plaque to be added. 
 
200915/7 To discuss recent Parking issues in the Village and agree next actions: Current parking issues 
were discussed at length particularly around The Square and vehicles parking on the pavement opposite 
the Lords of the Manor Hotel.  The following actions were agreed: 

• To request further visits by the Civil Enforcement officers – Clerk to Contact CDC 

• Clerk to liaise with PC Alison Palfrey at Stow Police Station regarding official notices that the Parish 
Council could distribute to offending cars. PC Palfrey had advised that, for evidential purposes, 
photos of the obstruction should be taken in case a complaint was made but under no 
circumstances are photos to be taken when people are in or with their vehicle. 

• For residents to continue reporting any immediate obstruction or illegal parking to 101. Registration 
numbers would be required for this. 

• Clerk to draft an official letter to the Lords of the Manor Hotel making them aware of the issues 
raised relating to parking. 
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200915/8 To confirm the current legal status of the Ford as a Public Highway and Gloucestershire 
County Council’s response on any proposed change: The Chairman confirmed that this matter had been 
raised many times over the years at previous Parish Council meetings, the most recent in November 
2018.   
The result of all these previous meetings was that there were no legal grounds to persuade 
Gloucestershire County Council to implement a Prohibition Traffic Order for driving on the public 
highway. Local agricultural traffic continues to require access along this highway. 
Due to residents’ concern regarding safety of pedestrians and an increase in visitor numbers, Council had 
agreed to re-consider this matter by way of signage, with Gloucestershire CC’s approval. 
 
Before this proposal was submitted, Cllr Emery stated he would first provide a short presentation to 
those present before making his own proposal. 
Clerk advised that any evidence or documents must be submitted to Councllors prior to a meeting for it 
to be considered as part of a legal motion. 
 
At this point in the meeting, Cllr Emery stated he had resigned.   
 
County Cllr. Moor confirmed that any proposal from the Parish Council would need approval from GCC 
Highways Department as the ford was a public highway. 
The Chairman acknowledged that any evidence now shown was not in line with this Council’s Standing 
Orders. The Clerk confirmed that it would not be included as evidence to back any motion.  
The Clerk, as Proper Officer, advised that this, and any other motion that was not on the agenda, would 
not be a legal proposal and could be challenged at a later date. 
 
First proposal made was to approach the Highways department for their response to a chicane type of 
traffic calming and associated signage. This was proposed by Cllr Lee and seconded by Cllr Emery.  
No vote was taken on this motion.  
 
SLCC have confirmed that this motion could not be carried as it was not on the agenda.   
It will therefore be included in November’s agenda for due consideration by Council. 
 
A second proposal was made by Cllr Lee for Highways Department to consider a Prohibition sign for 
vehicles, except for access. This was seconded by Cllr Cookson. No vote was taken on this motion.  
 
SLCC have confirmed that this motion should also not have been carried as it was received after the 
agenda had been published. This motion will therefore be confirmed at the Council’s next meeting. 
 
Action: Clerk to contact Gloucestershire County Council Highways Department for their input regarding 
these proposals and to report back to Council at the next meeting. 
 
County Councillor Moor left the meeting at this point, thanking all present. 
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200915/9 To consider and note planning applications, incl: 
i) 20/01043/FUL | Change of use of land from agricultural to residential (retrospective) | The    

Vineyards Upper Slaughter Gloucestershire GL54 2JA (new details): Council agreed not to make 
any additional response to this application. 

ii) For noting: Clerk confirmed that further representation had been submitted on behalf of this 
Parish Council objecting to APP/F1610/W/20/3248674 (Scrap Haulage Yard Gilder, Lower 
Slaughter. 

 
      200915/10 To consider the Council’s responses, if any, to the following Consultations: 

i) Changes to the current planning system 
ii) Planning for the future - the planning white paper 
iii) Transparency and competition: a call for evidence on data on land control. 
Council resolved that this Parish Council had no comments to submit relating to any of the above 
Consultations. 

 
200925/11 To consider submitting any resolution for debate at GAPTC’s AGM: Council agreed they  
had no resolutions to submit to the AGM. 

 
     200923/12 Highways update including VAS sign on Buckle Street: No further update was available   
     regarding the VAS sign. Cllr Cookson was hopeful this would be installed during October. 
     Cllr Emery confirmed all maintenance issues raised at the last meeting had been completed. 
     Any further repairs would be reported at the next meeting. 

 
Due to the confidential matters in the next item, members of public were excluded for this final item.  
 
200909/13 Finances 
a) To approve current statement of accounts and bank reconciliation: These were circulated to 

Councillors prior to the meeting and unanimously approved.  The bank reconcilation would be signed 
by the Chairman at a later date within current social distance guidance.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://publicaccess.cotswold.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=Q73B9EFIGTC00
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b) The following payments were approved: 

 
200714/14 For information Only: The renovation of the phone box remained outstanding.  
Action: Clerk to order materials and liaise with Cllr Rolph. 
 

    The next full Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 17th November 2020 at 7.00pm again via      
    Zoom video conference.  

Opening balance Purpose Amount

Total    

£.p

cheque 

no/counterf

oil

Opening balance 7516.66

Receipts to date 3825

Payments to date 1253.29

Balances 10088.37

Bank reconciliations

Balance as above

Add: Cheques not yet presented 10088.37

0.00

Less: Receipts not yet credited

Balance 10088.37

Less earmarked funds;

Balance on Bank Statements

to date; 10088.37

UPPER SLAUGHTER PARISH COUNCIL

BANK RECONCILIATION AT 3RD SEPTEMBER 2020

                                 Payments made between meetings (delegated powers): None 

                                    Payments to be Approved: 

Cheque 

No 
Amount Payee Purpose Authority 

VAT to be 

re-claimed 

311 £12.75 PATA Payroll GPC None 

312 
DATA 

PROTECTED 
Mrs. R Waller 

Salary July – 

September + backpay 
GPC None 

DD £35 ICO Data Comm. Annual 

payment 

GPC None 


